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Sink or be Sunk details an almost unknown yet important aspect of the Battle of New Orleans, the

last major engagement of the War of 1812. In the waters of the Mississippi Sound in the early winter

of 1814, five small American gunboats stood between a British armada of ships loaded with 10,000

of "Wellington&#x92;s finest" troops and their invasion of the newly acquired Louisiana and

Mississippi territories. This is the story of five critical action-packed days. Days during which the five

gunboats held off the British invasion force and gave General Jackson the needed time to finalize

his preparation of the defenses of New Orleans. Paul Estronza La Violette tells this true story from

both the British and American perspectives using letters and documents from the participants to

flesh out the almost forgotten action. La Violette is well equipped to delve into the history of what

took place. He has been a military oceanographer for more than forty years with the US Navy and

Mississippi State University. He has done his marine research in almost all of the world&#x92;s

oceans, spending most of his time in the Arctic Ocean, Mediterranean Sea and, more recently, the

Gulf of Mexico and Mississippi Sound. His extensive research for the book included using side-scan

sonar to map the debris field of the nearly two hundred year old battle.
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Once you pick up this book you cannot put it down. It is absolutely thrilling. I had no previous

knowledge of the gunboats or the naval engagement that occured prior to the Battle of New

Orleans. This is a tale of Yankee ingenuity and unflinching courage in the face of overwhelming

odds. This book has been referenced in Ian Tolls' "Six Frigates - The Epic History of the United



States Navy" and deservedly so. I highly recommend it.

This would be a great book if the writer had included footnotes
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